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Competitive Exams: Political Science Study Material
Rashtrapati Bhavan

Rashtrapati Bhavan
The present day Rashtrapati Bhavan was the erstwhile residence of the British Viceroy. Its
architect was Edwin Landseer Lityens.

The decision to build a residence in New Delhi for the British Viceroy was taken after it was
decided in the Delhi Durbar of 1911 that the capital of India would be shifted from Calcutta to
Delhi in the same year.

It is interesting to note that the building which was scheduled to be completed in four years took
seventeen years and on the eighteenth year of its completion India became independent. This
vast mansion has got four floors and 340 rooms. With a floor area of 200, 000 square feet it is
built by using 700 million bricks and three million cubic feet of stone. Hardly any steel has gone
into the construction of the building.
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